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2005 All-School Reunion – Wagner Lake Shelter 

 
What do you think? We need to know. 2010 isn’t 
that far away to plan an event of this size. Wagner 
has over a thousand alumni to contact for this event. 
Can you help us by picking between the three 
options? We really need to get some information 
collected on this matter. Please help by picking one 
of the following three options or write in a 
suggestion: 

 4th of July 

 Labor Day 

 Other _____________ 

You can write or call the Alumni Association (contact 
info on last page of newsletter) or you can vote 
online @ www.cityofwagner.org and click on the 
alumni page. 

Something Missing?                                  
Please contact the Alumni Association with anything 

you would like to see in the newsletter. 
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When is a good time for 

all-school reunions? 
By  Linda Soukup  
The next All-School Reunion for Wagner will be in 
2010. Precisely when is the question. We need some 
input from the alumni! As everyone from Wagner 
knows, Labor Day is Wagner’s big event and has 
been for the past 108 years. It is a busy weekend and 
anyone who lives in the community knows it takes a 
great deal of planning and hard work by all involved 
to host this event year after year. Adding an event 
like the all school reunion puts an extra strain on the 
businesses, event workers, etc. It is also the time 
when former Wagnerites all know to come home. It is 
also the beginning of the school term for teachers in 
schools and colleges.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L to R - Peggy Nedved & Diane Carda at 2005 All-
School Reunion Registration Table 

The 2005 all-school reunion was held on the Fourth 
of July weekend. Attendance was probably half of 
what it was in 2000. There is the extreme heat of July 
to deal with as well as the fact that the Fourth varies 
from year to year on the calendar and it is also a 
family holiday. People have family reunions, family 
weddings, etc. 
 
Last year the Class of 1959 decided to bypass all the 
traditional dates and held their 50 year class reunion 
on the first weekend of August. The Class of 1990 is 
looking ahead to their 10 year class reunion and 
although it is not official, they are thinking of picking a 
weekend in June that will be relatively clear of all 
major events.  
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   30 Yr. Reunion  

      Class of ‘78 
On Labor Day weekend, Sep. 
5th & 6th, 2008 the Wagner High 
School class of ’78 held their 30 
year reunion at the Two Spurs 
Bar & Lounge in Wagner. 35 out 
of 65 classmates attended. 
Festivities began with a tour of  
the Wagner Community School 
on Friday evening. The tour was  
conducted by School Board 
President and classmate Joe 
Hall. The group later met at  
Two Spurs to get together and 
Reminisce and have a lot of  
laughs. On Saturday evening the  
class gathered once again for a 
supper and socialization. A  
short program was presented by 
Nadine (Nedved) Thompson,  
Dennis Kisch and Peggy (Mach) 
Freidel on highlights and 
memories of school days past. 
Special guests included former teachers, Mr. & Mrs. Scheopf, Mr. Studelska, Mr. Stoddard, and Favorite 
counselor Ms. McGee. The class also gave a brief history of their lives over the past 30 years, introducing their 
spouses and mentioning their careers and family. A great time was had by all! Their next reunion is planned 
for 2013.     
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Back L-R:Kathy (Nedved) Ramsdell, Dennis Kisch, Bob Krcil, Peggy (Mach) Freidel, Jim 
Thornton, Alan Hrdlicka, Jonna (Soukup) Soulek, Dave Reinschmidt, Carol (Homolka) Roth, 
Ken Mazourek, Audrey (Honomichl) Fischer, Doug Cuka, Nadine (Nedved) Thompson, Joe 
Hall, Robbin (Slama) Cuka, Mitsy Kocer, Terry Koupal Middle L-R:Dan Kafka, Kathy (Slaba) 
Leonard, Karen (Krcil) Dolan, Barb (Tolliver) Thaler, Shannon (Engel) Hanson, Dianne 
(Petrik) Ellwein, Patty (Krcil) Pavel, Sandy (Thaler) Honomichl Front L-R:Pat (Soulek) Cerny, 
Karol (Soukup) Kniffen, Pat Novak, Steve Horner, Doug Ramsdell (In Front) Lenny Kocer 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

School Sporting News   
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lady Basketball – 5th Place at State A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Volleyball - Wagner wins State A Title 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

  Calendar of Events 
Give the Alumni Association the dates of your class 

reunions and other important events. 

We will publish them in the newsletter. 
Jun 13th, 2009 – Wagner Lake   Class of 1969 Reunion 
 2010   All-school reunion     
Announcement: Class of 1990, please encourage 
other classmates to register on the alumni website to 
ease our hunt for addresses. – Mary (Soukup) Ringling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Wrestling – Wagner wins State B Title 
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Wagner Area Classifieds 
 

BUSINESSES FOR SALE 
Crossroads Convenience Store 
Ph (605) 384-5283 – Dave 

 
 
Dakota Bowl (Bowling Alley) 
Ph (605) 384-3895 – Marion 
 
 
Payer Hardware 
Ph (605) 384-5771 - Jim 
 
 
Jane’s Country (Western Store) 
Ph (605) 384-5633 - Jane 
 
 
Former Haar Implement Bldg 
Ph (605) 384-3686  
– Harris 
 
 

 
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

The Wagner community is looking for more lawyers, 
doctors and dentists. Contact Wagner Area Growth 
@605-384-3741 if you know of someone with this 
background that might be interested in starting a 
practice in Wagner. 

EMPLOYMENT 
Long View Farm – breeding & farrowing depts.  
call Rodney @ 515-295-8777 
 

 
 

Goodbye old, hello new 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Stay up to date with regular news 

from Wagner 

 

Wagner Post 
Year subscription: 

In South Dakota $30.00 
Out of State       $33.00 

Ph (605) 384-5616      209 S Main St 
Email: announcer@hcinet.net 
www.announceronline.com 

 

mailto:announcer@hcinet.net
http://www.announceronline.com/
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               Alumni Spotlight - Where are they now? 
 

Gail (Duncanson) Johannsen-Bridge– 1958 graduate – 51 Yrs Gail lives in Wagner and has lived in or 

nearby on a farm for all of her life, except the four years that she spent in Brookings, SD attending SDSU. She 
was married to one of her classmates, James Johannsen 
from 1962 until his death in 1998. They had three  
children, Julie Levan, Tea, SD, Todd and Tim Johannsen, 
both of Wagner. They had seven grandchildren, two  
step grandchildren and two step great grandchildren. In  
2006, Gail married Lee Bridge who has three children, 
James, Marilee Krcil, and Doni, seven grandchildren, 
two step grandchildren and one great grandchild. Gail 
has had three primary occupations during her working 
years. She started out as a Home Economics teacher 
in Wagner and Lake Andes, SD. She continued that over 
a 20 year period. In 1982, she returned to school at  
Mt. Marty for another degree in Dietetics and then a  
master’s degree in Nutrition and Food Science from 
SDSU. As part of her education requirements, she  
completed an internship at USD, School of Medicine,  
Department of Pediatrics, Directing a Dietetic Internship 
program called the AP4(Approved Pre-Professional Practice Program), half-time, for the next 15 years. During 
this time, she also began her own business of Dietary Consulting around southeast South Dakota, in small 
hospitals, clinics, nursing homes, assisted livings, facilities for persons with developmental disabilities and for 
persons with mental illness. Gail’s final career was with the Evangelical Lutheran Good Samaritan Society, with 
National Campus in Sioux Falls, SD. They allowed her to maintain an office in her home. For ―Good Sam‖, Gail 
worked as a Consultant Dietitian in their nursing homes, taking her to 24 states over a seven year period. She 
retired at the end of June 2008. During her working years, there was little time for hobbies, but Gail did enjoy 
the great outdoors and the water sports at Ft. Randall Dam, and traveling. She also gardened in the summer 
and helped her children with 4-H projects and served as 4-H judge in other counties. She also liked to swim, 
ride bike, play the piano, visit with friends, read and her current activity is to attend church functions, walk daily 
and attend athletic and music events in which her grandchildren participate. Gail says, “Through my work and 
vacations, I have been able to travel to most of the states in the U.S. and have been to Canada, Mexico, 
Italy and Greece. I love to travel and would go at any opportunity, but the best part is coming back to 
South Dakota to spend time with my family and friends that live and visit here.” 
 

                                                                                                                  Mark Gau  

           -1974 graduate - 35 Yrs        

           Mark has lived in Pickstown  
           since 1986.  He and his wife,  
           Sheila, have been married 23 
           years. They have three  
           children and two   
           grandchildren. Mark is a  
           retired Park Ranger from the  
           US Army Corps of Engineers. 
           Mark says, “The best thing  
           that ever happened to me  
           was meeting and marrying  
           my wife, Sheila. Being a 
father/grandfather for three wonderful children and two great grandchildren! But most of all, retirement 
from the 9 to 5 work week, has been a blast!”  
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               Alumni Spotlight - Where are they now? 
Patty (Soulek) Cerny -1978 – 31 Yrs Pat and her 

husband, Ken, have been married and lived in Gregory,  
SD for the last 13 years.  Pat has two children, Nathan 
and Douglas Fuhrer, from a previous marriage. She has 
two step children, Landon and Kayla Cerny. The three  
boys are married and Kayla will be graduating from  
college this year. Pat has one grandchild with two more 
on the way. After high school, Pat went to USD/Springfield  
for one year for clerical and graduated in May 1979. She 
went back to school at Mitchell Vo-Tech for Medical Lab 
Technician and graduated in Dec. 1990. Pat lived in  
Wagner for 4 ½ years and worked in the Laboratory at  
Wagner Comm. Hospital from 1991-1995. After that she 
moved to Gregory and now works at the Avera Gregory 
Hospital as a Lab Technician. Pat’s hobbies include water skiing, swimming, camping and also collecting 
stamps. She also gets to travel a lot on vacations, usually to see her husband’s brother who is in the military 
and moves around the country. Pat and Ken have traveled to many states with Pat saying the most beautiful 
place she visited was Niagara Falls and the most interesting was Mexico. Pat says, “It was great to see 
everyone at our 30th class reunion! All of our class reunions have been a lot of fun and I enjoy seeing 

how everyone is doing.”                                                   Howard Todd Dressler–1984 graduate-25 Yrs       
        Todd and his wife, Cindy, have lived in Rapid City,  
        SD for the last 18 years. They have five children –  
        Aftan, Joe, Lane, Brady and Ben. Todd is a Chief  
        Warrant Officer 4 with the South Dakota Army  
        National Guard. He works in the Operation Division 
        and manages the readiness of the National Guard  
        units. His hobbies include wood working, hunting,  
        fishing, and hanging out with his kids. When asked  
        about interesting events that have occurred in his  
        life, Todd says, “One interesting event that I have 
        attended was the Impeachment trial of President 
         Clinton on January 28th, 1999.” 

 
 

Tammy Sue (Smejkal) Ramsdell –  

1989 graduate –20 years Tammy and her husband  

Clarence, have lived in Yankton, SD the last 13 years. 
She has one son from a previous marriage, Curtis  
James Kokesh, born June 1988. Tammy owned an 
antique store in Yankton for a number of years. She  
sold it in February 2005 and now does dispatch for her  
family’s trucking company, K/C Trucking. Her husband 
drives the truck and she finds the loads for him to haul. 
Her hobbies include loving to ride her Yamaha V-Star  
with Clarence. He rides a Harley Davidson. They ride  
and camp a lot in the summer whenever they can.  
She also plants a large garden so they can do a lot of canning. Every March or April, they spend a week in 
Cancun. They have done that the past three years and have learned how to scuba dive. Tammy married 
Clarence in 2000. “We got married in a cool little chapel in Las Vegas. We got married on July 2nd, but 
Clarence wanted to wait till the 4th so everyone would be celebrating our wedding with us every year. 
He is so funny!” Whatever left-over time Tammy has, she likes to spend with her nieces and nephews.  
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We are also excited about our cultural diversity program.  
Dorothy Kiyukan has organized student and community 
programs and meals to explore the cultures of our 
community.  Respect comes from understanding each 
other’s roots, history, and traditions.  Whether it is fiddlers 
from Scotland or  
Native dancers  
from Polynesia, 
pride in self begins 
with education.  In  
addition to the  
school events,  
Erica Kotab has 
organized  
community sharing 
groups between 
Native American 
adults and school 
district staff.  We 
are a culturally               Polynesian dancers at school 
diverse student body with 59% Native American and 41% 
Caucasian students. 
 
We cannot forget about the co-curricular activities that are 
offered by the school district. We are very proud of our 
State Champion Volleyball team!  Their coach, Amy Tyler, 
was selected as Head Coach of the Year and their 
assistant coach, Stacy Knebel, was selected as Assistant 
Coach of the Year.  Individual team members received 
many awards and several are signing to play volleyball at 
the college level.   
 
Finally, we are in the process of change with our alternative 
school.  We have been members of the South Central 
Cooperative Zenith School since its inception.  It has been 
an excellent program for students. Originally students 
attended Zenith on a full-time basis.  That is no longer the 
case.  For the most part, students attend classes at the 
Wagner Community School and also at the Zenith School.  
With the many changes in education, we believe that we 
have the resources to offer students an alternative school 
experience that will widen the doors for increased career 
and technical education as well as academic success.  
Students will not only be able to recover credits, they will 
be able to increase their choices of classes that have not 
previously been available.  Our alternative school will be 
located within the walls of our current facility and will be 
staffed by certified teachers.  Watch for more information 
on this exciting venture.  Alan Deutschman said in his book 
entitled CHANGE OR DIE that we are often limited by our 
thinking.  We hope that we are not limited by our thinking 
and that increased opportunities for students are just 
around the corner!   
I could go on and on about the many successful programs 
and the terrific staff members who walk the halls of your 
alma mater every day, but perhaps a visit would be better!  
Come see how your alma mater has changed as we work 
to educate tomorrow’s children with 21

st
 century skills!  If 

you can’t visit, I invite you to check out our website at 
www.wagner.k12.sd.us.   

 
 
 
 

Alumni News 
FROM THE DESK OF SUPERINTENDENT SUSAN L. SMIT 

   Who could believe that we are  
   only a few short months from  
   completing the 2008-2009 school 
   year!  It has been an exciting year.  
   If you haven’t had an opportunity 
   to visit your alma mater, I  
   encourage you to make plans to 
   do so before we close the doors 
   for summer.  I should say that we 
   really do not ―close the doors‖ for 
   summer as summer is one of our 
busiest times!  We offer summer school for students who 
want to recover lost credit or for those who want to take a 
class during the summer which allows them the opportunity 
to take additional coursework during the school year.  We 
also offer a free summer food service program for all 
children in the community who are eighteen years old or 
younger.  And then of course there are the projects—
carpet, energy efficiency upgrades, painting, gym floor 
restoration, door replacements, and the list goes on.  In 
addition, summer is the time when many of our teachers 
are involved in professional development opportunities that 
increase their effectiveness in the classroom.   
 
During this past year, we have been very excited about a 
partnership with the University of South Dakota.  It is 
through the PDC (Professional Development Center).  Two 
of our teachers have been given the opportunity to work on 
advanced degrees for one year.  Linda Foos is working on 
her Doctorate Degree and Todd Dvoracek is working on 
his Specialist Degree.  They are full time employees of the 
school district who mentor three new teachers who are 
working on their Masters Degrees.  During the year Linda 
and Todd mentor/coach and team teach with the three 
teachers on a half time basis and work on a project for the 
school district during the other half.  Linda has 
spearheaded an effort to revitalize our middle school 
science program through Lego Robotics, science fairs, and 
a summer science camp experience.  Todd has focused 
upon elementary and middle school math interventions.  
We are currently accepting applications from staff 
members who would like to participate in the program 
during the upcoming school year.   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New electronic sign installed in 2008 

http://www.wagner.k12.sd.us/
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Community Highlights 
 

New Healthcare clinic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Douglas County Memorial Hospital of Armour, 
SD will open Prairie Health Clinic in May 2009. The 
healthcare clinic is located on Highway 46 across 
from John’s Tire in Wagner.  
 

Community Foundation starts 

 12x12 Builders Club 

The Wagner Area Foundation has come up with a 
convenient new way for people to donate to their 
hometown foundation. The Wagner Foundation 
awards grant funds each year to Wagner area 
organizations and community projects. The new 
program is called the 12x12 Builder’s Club. As a 
member of the 12x12 Club, a person or business can 
conveniently donate $12 each month by having it 
automatically withdrawn from their bank account. 
Other amounts are also available to be donated in 
the same way.  The benefit of this program is that 
people who don’t normally consider themselves able 
to donate large amounts to a foundation can get 
involved by donating small amounts and still be able 
to contribute to the sustained success of Wagner. To 
donate, all that is needed is for the person to fill out a 
Builder’s Club form and drop it off at their bank. 
These forms can be obtained at the Foundation’s                
website http://wagner.sdcommunityfoundation.org/ or 
from Wagner City Hall, Commercial State Bank or 
First Dakota Bank. 
 

Hospital addition Progress 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The $2.25 million project broke ground on August 8th 
to add a new 9,500 sq ft. medical clinic and 2,500 sq. 
ft. physical therapy facility. 

 

 

Fossil Found at Fort Randall 

Excerpt from Argus Leader article 

Jim Martin, executive director of the Museum of 
Geology at the South Dakota School of Mines in 
Rapid City, was on a "CSI"-style investigation on the 
shores of Lake Francis Case, in a bay across from the 
Fort Randall Dam. He was trying to find out what killed 
one short-necked plesiosaur, a 25-foot marine reptile 
that zoomed through the water with the aid of four 
paddle-like flippers while devouring anything in its 
path. "Think of it as the Loch Ness monster, although 
that's simplistic," Martin said. "It was agile, fast - 
moving like a seal or a penguin - but this one had a 
super-charger on its rear end." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The fossilized plesiosaur, only the second nearly 
complete skeleton ever found in the state, was 
discovered in July at Lake Francis Case by 11-year-
old Devon Zimmerman of Sioux City, Iowa.  

"I was out walking on the shore, tossing rocks, I 
thought it was something, something really cool." 

His mother, DeeAnn Zimmerman, added: "He found it 
and said it looked like a spine. His dad (Duane) said it 
was probably a piece of wood. Really, we just sort of 
forgot about it. Then we went back and looked at it 
and said, 'Oh, no, that really is a fossil.' And we went 
to the visitors' center to report it." The plesiosaur was 
found in a layer of silicified shale, a hard rock layer 
that's like quartz. Volunteers - including Devon 
Zimmerman - carefully cut their way around the fossil, 
packed the rock in plaster and trucked it back to Rapid 
City. There, another volunteer will work with a small 
pneumatic air device to slowly separate the fossil from 
the shale.  

"It'll take another five years to get it out of the stone," 
Martin said. "But I can wait. Plesiosaurs have been 
found on every continent, but this one's special. We've 
found skulls, bones, but to get 60 percent of one 
fossil, I'd have been happy with 20 percent. And we 
could be talking about a new critter here." 

 
 

http://wagner.sdcommunityfoundation.org/
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WWaaggnneerr  AAlluummnnii  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  
City Hall 
PO Box 40 
Wagner, South Dakota 57380 
(605) 384-3741 
developwagner@hcinet.net 
www.cityofwagner.org 
 
 

MMiissssiioonn  SSttaatteemmeenntt……    
 
To enhance and strengthen the ties between alumni and their hometown of Wagner, South Dakota. 
 

TThhee  WWaaggnneerr  AAlluummnnii  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  WWeellccoommeess……  
 

 High School Graduates 

 Teachers & Staff 

 Past & present residents of the community who did not graduate here but feel a connection to Wagner 
 
We encourage you to join the Alumni Association to stay connected to your hometown, former classmates, and 
friends.  Membership is completely FREE!  You can obtain access to an Alumni Email Directory and receive email 
alerts on important events. 
 
If you would prefer to receive this newsletter via email, please contact us today. 

 

 
 
 
 

Wagner Alumni Association 
City Hall 
PO Box 40 
Wagner, South Dakota 57380 
 

 
Postage 
Stamp 

Required 

mailto:developwagner@hcinet.net
http://www.cityofwagner.org/

