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 Water Tower Wanted! 
 

When driving into Wagner, you may notice a new 
addition to the skyline. The new water tower is 
almost complete. On June 23, a crane set the new 
tower in place on a corner lot east of the Church 
of Latter Day Saints at 375 4th Street SW. 
Depending on the weather, humidity and dew 
point, the tower should be painted by Sept. 15th 
and substantially complete by October 31st.  Once 
the new water tower is in place and operational, 
the old water tower will be taken down. 
(Continued on page 2) 

 
  New tower being put together on June 23rd 
 

 
   What the new tower will look like once painted 

Wagner Starts 

Alumni Association 
 

Wagner has recently started 
 an Alumni Association to  
allow current and former  
residents the opportunity  
to stay better connected 
 with their school and their 
 hometown. This newsletter 
 will be produced twice a  
year. This project is new, 
 so if there are ideas for 
 the newsletter or things 
 that you would like to 
 see included that would 
 interest you, please let the 
alumni association know.  
Linda Soukup has been  
working diligently to make a  
database of all Wagner graduating classes with 
contact information. If you have address changes, 
etc please contact the alumni association with 
those changes.  
 
Hopefully you will enjoy reading this newsletter 
and being part of the alumni association. 
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School Sporting News   
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 

State B Wrestling Champions 
Wrestling - Wagner wins State B Wrestling Title 

Football -  State Quarter Finals 

Gymnastics – 7th place at State 

Ryan Kocer wins ESPY in Los Angeles for “Best Male 
Athlete with a Disability”  
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Water Tower  – continued from pg 1 
The cost of construction will be $1,196,356.67. 
The 400,000 gallon tank alone cost $919,000.00. 
To pay for the construction, the city received a 
Consolidated Grant of $50,000.00 and a 
Community Development Block Grant of 
$400,000.00. The rest will be repaid through a 
State Revolving Fund 0% interest loan for 30 
years.   
 

The new water tower project was started in 
2004.  The existing water tower is over 80 years 
old. The need for the new tower came about 
because engineers estimated that Wagner’s daily 
demand is nearly 288,000 gallons, but the 
current tank can only hold 125,000 gallons. In 
order to keep up, the tank must be refilled 
multiple times per day during the peak season. 
Other deteriorating conditions and rising 
maintenance costs prompted engineers to 
recommend replacing the tower.  

 

 

  Calendar of Events 
Give the Alumni Association the dates of your 

class reunions and other important events. 

We will publish them in the newsletter. 
August 2 Class of 1958 Reunion–50 Years  
August 29-30  Class of 1978 Reunion–30 Years  
2010  All-school reunion     

Class Composite Cleanup 
BY SUPERINTENDENT SUSAN L. SMIT 

    Kelsey Krcil, a  senior 
    at WCS, completed a 
    Girl Scout project 
    this past summer. 
    Kelsey took down all 
    of the class  
    composites, cleaned 
    them, and then 
    worked with the 
    custodial staff to 
    hang them in  
    chronological order 
    on walls.  That in 
    itself was a lot of 
    work, but Kelsey did 
    even more!  She 
    used her “21st   
Kelsey Krcil w/ a class composite Century Learning 
Skills” to catalog every graduate on each 
composite and identify where the composite can 
be located in the building! This information will be 
housed in a notebook in the school library as well 
as on a flash drive.  The data will be updated 
yearly.  Hopefully it will be possible to include this 
information on our school district web page or 
perhaps on the Alumni website.  We are awaiting 
a recommendation from our school district 
attorney. Kelsey found one class composite that 
did not have names under the pictures.   Some of 
the composites needed new glass and some of the 
frames were and are in poor condition.  There may 
come a day when a project will need to be 
undertaken to re-mat and reframe some of the 
composites in order to maintain their historical 
importance.  I encourage you to thank Kelsey for 
all of her hard work!   

 
 

 

DISCUSSION TOPIC? 

 

There has been discussion of when is the 
best time to hold class reunions in Wagner. 
Please let the Wagner Alumni Association 

know when you think is the best time? 
Labor Day?    4th of July?    Other date? 
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Wagner Area Classifieds 
 

BUSINESSES FOR SALE 
Crossroads Convenience Store 
Ph (605) 384-5283 – Dave 

 
 
Dakota Bowl (Bowling Alley) 
Ph (605) 384-3895 – Marion 
 
 
Payer Hardware 
Ph (605) 384-5771 - Jim 
 
 
Jane’s Country (Western Store) 
Ph (605) 384-5633 - Jane 
 
 
Former Haar Implement Bldg 
Ph (605) 384-3686  
– Harris 
 
 

JOB LISTINGS 
Service Technician – Fred Haar John Deer Impl. 
Ph (605) 384-4580 – Al or Larry 
 

GET YOUR FREE 2008-2009  
WAGNER COMMUNITY GUIDE 

They are available at City Hall, local businesses, or 
a digital version is available on the  

City of Wagner website. 
 

 

Past, Present, Future 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Stay up to date with regular news 

from Wagner 

 

Wagner Post 
Year subscription: 

In South Dakota $30.00 
Out of State       $33.00 

Ph (605) 384-5616      209 S Main St 
Email: announcer@hcinet.net 
www.announceronline.com 

 

mailto:announcer@hcinet.net
http://www.announceronline.com/
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WAGNER ROOTS                   

*Have you thought about or wished you could move 

back to your hometown Wagner, SD? This is a 

networking program connecting former Wagner 

residents with opportunities in their hometown.   

How does it work?  

     Alumni are identified who would consider 
moving back to the Wagner area if a “certain 
situation would occur or job would become 
available.”  

List is monitored and if a situation happens that 
matches, individuals are contacted. 

     Confidential – Only administrator has access. 
Wagner Roots will never give out a 
participant’s name or contact information. 

Is there a situation that might bring you 

back to Wagner? 

A certain job or career? The great thing about Wagner 
Roots is there doesn’t have to be an immediate job 
opening to help you. Even though it may take 
anywhere from weeks to years before the right match 
occurs, someone will be working for you to identify 
those opportunities that may not be easily found. 
Retirement?  Retiring former residents looking for 
housing and other info to move back to their 
hometown to be close to family and friends and enjoy 
the recreational and quality of life opportunities that 
only Wagner can offer.  
Business opportunity?  Have you ever thought about 
buying or starting a business in your hometown? 
Wagner Roots will alert you of businesses for sale and 
put you in contact to explore those opportunities. 

Sign up online at www.cityofwagner.org 

 

 
 

1958 REUNION PIC 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

50 Yr. Reunion–Class of ‘58 
  BY DON KOTAB 
 

On Aug. 2, 2008 the Wagner High School class of 
’58 enjoyed a 50 year reunion at the Wagner  
VFW Club. After a delicious meal catered by Orv 
& DeElla and the Wagner Food Center, the group 
was treated to a brief program which included 
honoring those classmates already enjoying their 
eternal reward. The program was followed by an 
evening of reminiscing and entertainment by  
Freddie’s Combo. The next reunion is scheduled 
 to be held in five years. Many of the class 
 members expressed interest in returning for the 
 all-school reunion in 2010.   
           
 

Wagner Lake Wows 
 

Improvements are continually happening at 
Wagner Lake thanks to many donations of time 
and money. There is now a porch swing at the 
lake as well as a children’s swing. A horseshoe pit 
will be made in the near future. A split-rail fence 
has also been added. And many of you know 
about the Rotary Shelter that was built in 2005.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.cityofwagner.org/


[5] 

 

 
 

 

               Alumni Spotlight - Where are they now? 
Don Kotab – 1958 graduate - 50 YEARS  Don has lived 
in Dante all his life. Don and his wife, Dolores, are celebrating  
their 40th anniversary this year. They have two sons, Dominic 
and David, who both have their Juris Doctorate degrees from 
USD Law School. Dominic is the managing partner of Zilka – Kotab 
PC, doing patent law in San Jose, CA where he resides with his 
wife, Gretchen, and sons, Gabriel and Nathan, and daughter  
Katherine Rose. David and his wife Ericka live near Dante. David is  
an officer at the Commercial State Bank. Don retired from  
Commercial State Bank in Dec. 2005 after 42 ½ years with the  
bank. During that time, he had many titles and performed 
practically every job function at one time or another, having  
started at entry level and moving through the ranks, retiring as 
the bank president. Prior to the banking career, he taught school one year in a rural school in Bon Homme County and 
three years in the Wagner School. Don enjoys gardening and turkey hunting with son David and spending part of each 
winter in son Dominic’s guest house in Son Jose.  Don and Dolores are avid gardeners and love working in their yard. Don 
says, “We have been blessed with good health, wonderful family and great friends. This allows us to enjoy traveling 
and spoiling the grandchildren.” They continue to be involved in the community, serving on the board of directors of 
Commercial State Bank and the Wagner ROCS Senior Nutrition Site. Don remains involved in Rotary, Knights of Columbus 
and a member of the Wagner Hospital Steering Committee, currently raising $600,000 to help fund a $4 million 
renovation and addition. He is also a member of a group trying to get an assisted living facility for Wagner. Don and 
Dolores are also on the committee organizing a centennial celebration of the Assumption Church and the Town of Dante 
in 2010.  

             Barb (Kocer) Johannsen-1978 graduate - 30 Yrs       

        Barb has lived in Wagner her whole life, returning to  
        Wagner after college graduation. She and her husband,  
        Todd, will be married 24 years in October. They have  
        two sons, Tyson (21) and Tait (17). Barb is the Manager  
        of First Dakota Bank in Wagner. Her hobbies include  
        walking, reading, crafts and attending her sons’   
        activities. Barb says, “Life has been good to me. I have  
        been blessed with a fun, caring husband and two  
        wonderful sons who have provided us with a lot of  
        entertainment and joy. We enjoy the simple, quiet life  
        Wagner has to offer and take great pride in our 
        wonderful community!” 

 

Kyle Hosek – 1998 graduate - 10 Yrs       

Kyle has lived in Rochester, Minnesota for the last four 
years. He has been married to his beautiful wife Jessica  
for six years. They have two amazing children, Ellie (4) and 
Noah – soon to be (3). Kyle works for the Mayo Clinic as a 
Specimen Storage Specialist.  Some of the major events  
that have happened since graduating from Wagner:  
Getting married, moving from Sioux Falls to Yankton and 
Yankton to Rochester, MN. Kyle says, “My hobbies are  
Still the same pretty much since graduation, but I don’t get 
to do them as much as I used to…golf, softball, etc… 
Having two great kids always keeps us on the go.”  
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activities.  Smart Boards have been installed in nearly 
all of the classrooms and teachers have been trained 
in how to utilize this and other new technologies to 
improve the quality of educational services.  New 
math and reading textbooks have been purchased.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wow!  Many of us are glad that school begins on 
Monday! You can be proud that your alma mater is a 
great school!  School Board President Joe Hall and 
members Mike Denker, Jim Eggers, John Sully, Jan 
Coleman, Craig Link, and Scott Alderink oversee a 
$13,413,043 annual budget. They make sure that the 
mission of the school district is implemented—
“Education will develop the potential of all students 
so that each will become a contributing member of a 
democratic society.” 
 
Whether it is having the State B Wrestling Team of 
the Year or the SD Wrestling Coach of the Year (Ernie 
Valentine) or the SD High School Principal of the Year 
(Neil Goter) or the Promising English Teacher of the 
Year (Kara Neugebauer) or the Wagner Citizen of the 
Year (School Counselor Dana Sanderson) or a SD Hall 
of Fame Football Coach inductee (Russ Morrell) or 
Wagner Teacher of the Year (Joan Mulder), the 
Wagner Community School has the right people 
sitting on the right seats of the bus (“Good To Great” 
by author Jim Collins).  As do many school districts in 
South Dakota, we have subgroups of students who 
require special attention.  I am proud to inform you 
that our percent of students qualifying for special 
education services is decreasing because of the work 
our teachers are doing to intervene.  Even though 
67% of our students qualify for free and reduced 
meals, we refuse to allow poverty to be a 
determining factor in student achievement.  We will 
not let you down!  We will continue to provide the 
best possible education to each and every student 
who walks through our doors! 
 
I have rambled. I invite you to visit our school.  We 
are a community school and committed to working as 
a team with students, parents, community members, 
and alumni in our quest of educational excellence! 

 
   

 

Alumni News 
FROM THE DESK OF SUPERINTENDENT SUSAN L. SMIT 

August 15th, 2008 
   One hundred and fifty three 
   full and part time staff  
   members have just completed 
   the final day of in-service as 
   we prepare for the start of the 
   2008-2009 school year.  We 
   anticipate greeting 760  
   students in kindergarten 
   through grade twelve on 
   Monday morning.  Another 
   120 preschool age children 
(three and four year olds) will join us in two weeks.  
We are prepared to provide a world class education in 
a world class facility!   
 
Many people ask what we do during the summer 
months. We have been busy!  The library and the 
music department are being revitalized.  One thousand 
books were checked out of the library on the first day 
of the 2007-2008 school year!  Our library remains a 
vital part of our school even as we enter our third year 
of Governor Round’s high school laptop initiative.  The 
music department will not only have renovated 
facilities, but the addition of a baby grand piano.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Carpet has been replaced in about one-third of the 
building.  Student groups were hired to remove the 
carpet and they did a fantastic job while at the same 
time earning money to support their chosen co-
curricular activities.  An eleven car garage has been 
completed.  A sidewalk was added at the football field 
to provide safety for fans.  Informational lettering is 
being placed on the school building and the football 
stadium.  The swimming pool has been renovated 
complete with new tile around the perimeter of the 
pool and replacement of two diving boards.  Two 
classrooms will now house $250,000 of career and 
technical education programming for students.   A new 
bus has been purchased. A suburban and a trailer have 
been ordered and will transport music and football 
equipment when students travel out of town for 
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Wagner Area Foundation 

awards $5,500 in community 

grants for 2008 
 

It is because of your generous contributions to the 
Wagner Area Foundation that the Foundation is 
able to help ensure that our hometown has a 
chance to survive and even prosper through 
granting these awards. The SD Foundation allows 
the Wagner Area Foundation to distribute five 
percent of the fund’s average fair market value 
each year.   
http://wagner.sdcommunityfoundation.org/ 
 

Please make arrangements to include the Wagner 
Area Foundation in your estate planning or set it 
to be a beneficiary of a real estate gift. 
Contributions may also be given as a gift in honor 
of a special event or in memory of an individual (a 
scholarship or in lieu of flowers).  
To donate, contact Marcia Honomichl @ 
Commercial State Bank – ph 605-384-3646 
 

 
 

2008 Recipients 
 After Prom Party Committee  

 Boys & Girls Club of the YST  

 Charles Mix County Pheasants Forever  

 Charles Mix Historical Society  

 Community Hardworkers 4-H Club  

 Little Raider Pee Wees and Midgets  

 Wagner Alumni Assn.  

 Wagner American Legion Baseball Program  

 Wagner Girl Scout Troop #68210  

 Wagner Girls Softball  

 Wagner Horizons Beautification Cleanup Comm.  

 Wagner Saddle Club  

 Wagner School Mentoring Program  

 Wagner Spring Baseball  

 Wagner Waves Swim Team  

 

Community Highlights 
 

New Bomgaars Building 
Bomgaars is relocating from Main Street to Hwy 46/50 
between Alco and Wagner Building Supply to a new 
store that will be an increase in size. 

 

 
 

Wagner Community Hospital Addition 
The $2.25 million project broke ground on August 8th to 
add a new 9,500 sq ft. medical clinic and 2,500 sq. ft. 
physical therapy facility. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill Clinton Visits Wagner 
Bill Clinton stopped 
 in Wagner on 
 Sunday, May 25th 
 to campaign for his 
 wife, Hillary Clinton, 
 before the 
 South Dakota  
Democratic Primary. 

 

http://wagner.sdcommunityfoundation.org/
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WWaaggnneerr  AAlluummnnii  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  
City Hall 
PO Box 40 
Wagner, South Dakota 57380 
(605) 384-3741 
developwagner@hcinet.net 
www.cityofwagner.org 
 
 

MMiissssiioonn  SSttaatteemmeenntt……    
 
To enhance and strengthen the ties between alumni and their hometown of Wagner, South Dakota. 
 

TThhee  WWaaggnneerr  AAlluummnnii  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  WWeellccoommeess……  
 

 High School Graduates 

 Teachers & Staff 

 Past & present residents of the community who did not graduate here but feel a connection to Wagner 
 
We encourage you to join the Alumni Association to stay connected to your hometown, former classmates, and 
friends.  Membership is completely FREE!  You can obtain access to an Alumni Email Directory and receive email 
alerts on important events. 
 
If you would prefer to receive this newsletter via email, please contact us today. 

 

 
 
 
 

Wagner Alumni Association 
City Hall 
PO Box 40 
Wagner, South Dakota 57380 
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